From One to Another 



Hello All! 

Fall is here and the school year is in fnll swing, and 
do I even need to say it? It’s football season! I hear 
classmates talking about their Fantasy Football 
teams and how great, or terrible, they’re doing. 

The KC Chiefs are playing hard, and onr own 
football team is working hard every day. We are 
prond of onr Eagles, and the Talon wants to show 
its support. Gracing the cover this issue is onr very 
own Avila football team. Good lnck this season 
guys! 

In this issne, we cover many aspects of the new 
school semester. From ethnic food to new clubs, 
the Talon team has it covered. Here’s to a great fall 
semester! 




Cheers, 




Cover Photo Courtesy of 
Arielle Berna 
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H Co *t ofr Education 

IncreaAMfr 

Rising Cost ot Tuition Hurting 
Students 



Yf DiAabiLitied Advocacy 
Cjroup 

Empowering Those with 
Disabilities 



2D BLofr Corntr 

See What Other’s Are Saying 



Editorial Policy 

The Talon News Magazine is produced by students of Avila University. Opinions expressed are 
those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the Talon News Staff, the Trustees, 
administration, faculty, or staff of the University. 

The Talon News Magazine encourages letters to the editor. These may be submitted electronically 
or in writing and should include the writer’s name, address, and telephone numbers for verifica- 
tion purposes. 

Letters can be mailed to the Talon News Magazine Editor, Avila University, 11901 Womall Road, 
Kansas City, MO 64145. The Talon reserves the right to edit letters for reasons of space, clarity, 
or inappropriate language. Copies of the Talon News Network Operational Guidelines may be 
requested by writing to the above referenced address. 




Timothy Aderman Jennipher Cromley 

Mock Trial No Longer an Option 

Aimee Adams 



T here will be a lack of Avila 
students in the courtroom 
this year. Avila Mock Trial, 
a student organization developed to 
provide the opportunity to actively 
participate in the trial process has 
been annulled. Despite the petitions 
of team members, Mock Trial was 
cancelled due to the loss of their 
previous advisor, Andrea Olitsky. 
Olitsky’s absence placed the weight 
of keeping an active program on the 
students’ shoulders. 

Jennipher Cromley, a third year 
pre-law student, was a Mock Trial 
member for two years. According to 
Cromley, keeping the program alive 
was out of reach for the students. A 
combination of packed schedules and 
lack of resources would make finding 
an attorney to teach the curriculum, 
funding bus rides, and the many 
other tasks it would take to complete 
a tournament, impossible. When 
Cromley was asked if she enjoyed 
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Mock Trial, her response was, “Yes, 

I enjoyed it very much.” Despite the 
short response, Cromley ’s words 
were full of authenticity. 

For many students like Cromley, 
Mock Trial was an opportunity to 
take their smarts and skills from the 
classroom to the courtroom. The 
life-like situations set up for Mock 
Trial competitions were unlike any 
plain-Jane classroom curriculum. 

The students were provided with a 
court case and would go to a fake 
trial where they acted as attorneys 
and witnesses. These life-like cases 
provided students with insight into 
the way things work in the real world. 

The withdrawal of Mock Trial has 
affected students and Avila. Timo- 
thy Aderman, a fourth year political 
science/pre-law student, participated 
in Mock Trial during the 2011-2012 
school year. Aderman stated, “With 
one of the largest memberships ever, 
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an exceedingly high GPA average 
among members, and the marketable 
benefits of having a Mock Trial team 
on campus, the decision to eliminate 
this program was, for me, truly a 
heartfelt disappointment. I felt that 
this was not just a hit on Mock Trial, 
but detrimental to the promotion of 
all academics at Avila University. It 
is my opinion that any institution of 



higher learning ought to, for the sake 
of its student body, prioritize academ- 
ics before all else. The elimination 
of an academic team was to me, 
counterintuitive.” 

An education is made complete with 
the addition of experience. Mock 
Trial was more than an organization, 
it was an experience. 




* 0 . 





Rodriguez, Photo by Hal Wilson, Courtesy of Sony Pictures Classics 



In selected theaters, Friday, Oct. 5th 

In the late ‘60s, two celebrated producers, who were struck by his soulful 
melodies and prophetic lyrics, discovered a musician in a Detroit bar. They 
recorded an album that they believed was going to secure his reputation as one 
of the greatest recording artists of his generation. 

In fact, the album bombed and the singer disappeared into obscurity amid 
rumors of a gruesome on-stage suicide. But a bootleg recording found its 
way into apartheid South Africa and, over the next two decades, it became a 
phenomenon. Two South African fans then set out to find out what really hap- 
pened to their hero. Their investigation led them to a story more extraordinary 
than any of the existing myths about the artist known as Rodriguez. SEARCH- 
ING FOR SUGAR MAN is a film about hope, inspiration, and the resonating 
power of music. This film is rated PG-13. 

Courtesy of Allied Faith & Family 



talonnews3 



7 



2qw/q/ Pm P\jm 1^.6 2uH/c/t 2 (jM/0/T M.whv(j 



By Michelle Beeler 



Mu Sigma Pi is a student organization 
that encompasses all of the choral 
groups on campus, which includes 
Men’s Glee, Avila Singers, The 
University Singers, and the Women’s 
Ensemble. Meika Mnwomah is the 
current president with Erika Imtfen as 
vice president; in addition, they are 
surrounded by a large board of other 
choir members. 



Handel’s Messiah at their winter 
concert, which will be held later this 
year. 

Mu Sigma Pi also teams up with the 
theatre department for many of its 
theatrical performances. Theatre and 
choir have always gone hand in hand; 
the performing arts department at 
Avila is no exception. 



“WE SING!” said Mnwomah, as well 
as perform at many of the campus 
events such as The Steer Dinner, 
held each year to raise money for the 
university. At the University Kick Off 
Mass on Thursday morning, August 
30th, they acted as the choir and even 
featured several soloists throughout 
the mass. This year they are proud to 
announce that they are performing 



This April the theatre department will 
be producing the entertaining musical 
“The Producers,” which members 
of both the choral and acting 
departments will be performing in. 
Vice President Imtfen said she is 
“most looking forward to the Messiah 
and the Steer Dinner,” as those are 
some of their larger events for the 
upcoming school year. 





October 11-13 at 8:00 p.m 
October 14 at 2:00 p.m 



Opening Doors 

Sponsored by the Sisters oh St. Joseph oFCarondele 



BlI AVILA UNIVERSITY 



Sign language interpreter for the hearing impaired 
will be available at Friday night's performance. 



CONNECT WITH US 
0NFACEB00K! 
WIN FREE PRIZES! 

SCAN WITH 
SMARTPHONE 



GOPPERT THEATRE 

AT AVI LA UNIVERSITY 

11901 Wornall Road • Kansas City, MO 
Call 010-501-3099 or visit www.avila.edu/theatre/tickets.asp for tickets 




Warning: May contain spoilers. 



Resident Evil: Retribution begins 
following the scene after the credits 
of the previous movie RE: Afterlife. 
Hell breaks loose on the cargo ship 
and Alice is taken prisoner. She 
is let free and teams up with Ada 
Wong, who works for the villain from 
Afterlife, Albert Wesker, who has 
also sent in a team from the outside to 
rendezvous with Ada and Alice. This 
team has Leon S. Kennedy, who fans 
have been asking for since the second 
movie, and Luther, who survived 
Afterlife and has a thing for Alice. 

Their escape is hindered by Jill 
Valentine, another survivor of Rac- 
coon City, who has been taken over 
by Umbrella’s last remaining mas- 
termind. . . the Red Queen. The two 
teams fight their way to meet and 
escape through the Umbrella base 
battling everything from Juggernauts 
(as seen in RE: Afterlife and the 
video game Resident Evil 5) to Las 
Plagas virus (from the game Resident 
Evil 4). 

That is the basic plot. Now time for 
judgment. 

Pros: The overall storyline was easy 
to follow and has a good set up for a 
saga ending movie. The acting was 
believable and commendable for 



basing their entire character idea and 
personality on the video games. Leon 
was still uptight about following 
the plans and not happy when Alice 
wanted to deviate from it. I did enjoy 
the subtle hints of romance from Ada 
and Leon. The special effects were 
good and the zombies looked much 
better and the Las Plagas were quite 
creepy. 

Cons: There was no explanation on a 
couple of things that have thrown me 
off for a while in the movie. Firstly, 
*spoiler if you haven’t seen Afterlife* 
how did Wesker survive a shotgun 
full of quarters into and through his 
mouth. Although Wesker is a main 
villain, he was never that powerful. 
Secondly, where are Chris and Claire 
Redfield, who teamed up with Alice 
in Afterlife and are not even seen in 
the opening sequences of the film? 
The end implies their location, but 
nothing is ever stated and it bothered 
me. 

Overall I give this movie an 8 of 10 
on the chart for story and action. The 
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Stand Against 
Violence 
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Cost of Education 

lncrea$ing 

Every Year 



F all has rolled around again, 
which means back to school 
for many students. With the 
economy still struggling, college 
tuition has increased. Wake up! Be 
sure to be conscious of where your 
money is going. 

Yes, it is sad to say that tuition has 
increased for yet another consecutive 
year here at Avila University. This has 
left students in a scramble for extra 
change or having to compromise the 
expenses of their financial aid money. 

The help from financial aid can only 
do so much; after years of tuition 
increases, we have hit a fork in the 
road. If extra financial aid money is 
going toward this tuition increase, 
then how are students supposed to 
pay for necessities such as books, 
supplies, and living, etc.? 

According to the Business Office 
here at Avila University, tuition has 
increased $425 per semester. Tuition 



By Brittany Watson 

alone raises the cost of education 
from $22,250 to $23,100 per year. 
This does not include extra fees for 
certain courses and majors. 

Student athlete, Hayley Keith, 
comments on this issue, “Tuition 
went up again? I knew about last 
year’s tuition increase, but I had no 
idea that it increased yet again this 
year! Does this mean we will have 
more scholarship opportunities?” As 
Hayley pointed out, the big question 
is whether tuition in the upcoming 
years at Avila University is going 
to stay affordable or continue to 
increase? 

We aren’t alone! Within the region, 
many colleges such as Kansas State 
University, Missouri Valley College, 
the University of Kansas, and Baker 
University have also experienced 
tuition increases. As frustrating as 
this may be, rising tuition costs is 
something that most college students 
will continue dealing with. 



w 
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T he cafeteria has been in 

the process of a facelift for 
a few years now. At long 
last, the transformation 
is complete. The most notable 
change is the addition of the covered 
patio seating in the dining area. 
Beforehand, the outdoor patio was 
a useless eyesore. Now the space 
adds an abundance of seating to the 
dining room, relieving the cramped 
atmosphere that used to be inevitable 
during lunch service in previous 
years. 

Changes did not stop there. There 
are a multitude of cosmetic upgrades 
to the food service area. The new 
design is more spacious and new 
labels overhead of each area identify 
what is below. Changes in the actual 
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food availability have been expanded 
too. For example, in addition to 
the two entree areas that differ each 
meal, a grill that makes hamburgers 





and fries is in place at every lunch 
and dinner service — a trusty backup 
no matter what. What better way to 
usher in these new and improved 




facilities than to have a celebration? 

On Thursday, September 20, the 
Marian Center dining room played 
host to Avila University’s annual 
Ethnic Food & Culture Celebration. 
This event serves to celebrate 
diversity at Avila by sharing 
traditions via food, music, and more. 
Admission was free to all students 
and faculty. 

As is always the case with this 
particular event, it was a huge success 
that attracted a multitude of curious 
guests who were ready and willing 
to try food from a variety of different 
cultures. To top that off, there was 
a complete Mariachi band that sang 
live music throughout the lunch 
service. 
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Make a difference. 
Help people. 

http : / /beadoctor. Cleveland, edu 



CLEVELAND 




CHIROPRACTIC 




COLLEGE 




Kansas City 




1-800-467-CCKC 



HOT APPS 



There is a new photo app that has put a spin on photo 
messaging. Snapchat is a photo messaging app that 
lets users put a time limit on a picture so the receiver 
can only see it for the amount of time chosen before it 
disappears. 



Much like Snapchat’s similar competitors, users are able to find friends 
via Facebook, their address book, or by specific usernames. All you 
do is take a picture with the in-app camera, choose a time limit, pick 
recipients, and send. All messages that are sent and received are saved 
in your Snapchat mailbox. 
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2012-2013 SEASON 



WIN CASH 




More details to come on www.avila.edu/careers/ 

For more information, including job descriptions, 
email careers@avila.edu 
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Colleges Against Cancer 

By Alexandria Cox 



President Liz Winke and two 
volunteers, Kate Laterza and Grace 
Gillaspie, are fighting cancer on 
four different fronts: advocacy, 
cancer control, Relay For Life, 
and survivorship through Colleges 
Against Cancer. Their society mission 
is to promote activities in these four 
areas. Liz Winke is the only member 
as of right now and plans on having 
the first club meeting in September. 

“My first goal is to get members,” 

Liz said. Among her many ideas, she 
hopes to “help Nurse Carol promote 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, get 
students to participate in the Great 
American Smoke Out, find a way to 
enforce the “no smoking” on campus, 
host a card making party around the 
holidays and deliver these cards to a 
local hospital, and make dinner for 
families of cancer patients at Hope 
Lodge and/or Children’s Mercy 
Hospital.” 

The purpose of advocacy 
is to increase awareness of 
American Cancer Society 
legislative priorities. 

Advocating about current 
information happens at every 
level, from local, state, and 
nationwide platforms. They 
are informing people about 
why cancer is not only a major 
health issue, but an important 
political issue in society as 
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well. Cancer control helps teach 
prevention to the campus community 
and emphasize high-risk behaviors. 

They want to educate on screenings 
and guidelines that an individual 
should be looking at. Anti-tobacco 
awareness and breast cancer 
awareness are at the height of 
importance. Also, Relay For Life 
offers an opportunity for everyone to 
participate in the fight against cancer. 

Their goal for survivorship is to reach 
out to the community and support 
survivors, giving them hope by 
helping them celebrate life and cope 
with cancer experiences. Colleges 
Against Cancer programs go to local 
hospitals to visit cancer patients, host 
a ceremony for survivors to come 
enjoy, or put activities together at 
Relay For Life! 




I American 
, Cancer 
^ Society 



Empowering Those with Disabilities 



I magine living life outside of 
the stereotypical version of 
“normal.” Instead, picture go- 
ing about day-to-day life in a 
wheelchair, suffering from paraly- 
sis from the waist down. Listen as 
someone laughs and points, mock- 
ing you with petty, insulting words. 
Think about what it would feel like to 
be misunderstood. What would it be 
like to live life with a disability, to be 
considered “limited,” as though you 
were different from everyone else? 

Reinvented in the 2011-2012 school 
year, Avila University’s Disability 
Advocacy Group (DAG) is work- 
ing to increase awareness about 
individuals with disabilities. To kick 
things off this year, members of DAG 
shared their swag with students who 
participated in the fall 2012 Student 
Organization Fair. 



At the fair, it was the goal of DAG 
to recruit new members. These 
new members will be what student 
leader Adriana Powell described as 
the “voice” of the disabled. Greater 
numbers will mean a more influential 
voice to help those individuals who 
are in need of help. 

The current leaders of DAG are 
student leaders Adriana Powell and 
Courtney Mayo, as well as Avila 
University faculty member Deb- 
bie Thornton. DAG will be hosting 
meetings to further their efforts in the 
community and advance their cause. 
Currently, there is not an existing 
website where more information 
about the group can be found; how- 
ever, should anyone be interested in 
joining DAG, they can locate Debbie 
Thornton in the Campus Life office 
in Hodes. 



By Mandy Littleton 
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Looking Back 

Perhaps the most significant historical event of our generation is remembered 
on this day, September 11th, as the day that changed the United States forev- 
er. No matter who you ask (as long as they were old enough to remember it) 
every person has a different memory and a different take on what happened 
that dark day just eleven years ago. Nick Carpenter was only nine when the 
towers were struck, but he could remember clearly how his day went, "I was 
having a regular day in my 4th grade class. I could tell something wasn't right 
due to my teacher's body language. They never announced anything on the 
intercom or told us what happened. I went home that day and my mom was 
watching the coverage of the aftermath," he went on to say, "I was too young 
to really understand the impact it had on the whole world." 

Now, eleven years later as Nick sat in his apartment he could remember 
the sadness he felt for those who had lost their loved ones, and although 
neither him nor anyone he knew directly had lost their loved ones that day, 
his heart still went out to the families of those who did. MaShaun Jenkins, 
who was thirteen the day of the attack, had quite a different experience. 
MaShaun grew up on military bases as both of her parents were in the army, 
her brother in the air-force, as well as other family members serving in other 
branches of the military. "We weren't allowed to go home," she said, "we 
couldn't leave the school." Jenkins lived on a military base at the time and the 
base had been temporarily locked down for safety precautions. "I remember 
directly after everyone was getting deployed," thankfully neither of her par- 
ents were deployed, and MaShaun was able to return home later that night. 

Roberto Green was in the third grade on September 11th, and remembers 
the confusion he felt that day. "I remember when I went to school I didn't 
know what had happened. I knew everyone was sad, and they weren't telling 
us something, I just didn't know what was going on." Once Roberto got to his 
home he was surprised to see both his parents home, and glued to the televi- 
sion, this was when he realized what had happened and the significance of 
the day. "I've noticed a lot of changes since then," says Green, "the increase 





Abercrombie associates MaShaun Jenkins and 
Roberto Green share stories about 9/11. 



in security would probably be the most significant, especially in government 
buildings/' 



There is no doubt that the United States has changed significantly since the 
attacks on September 11th, and through all the heart break and sadness still 
there is hope in this nation. Never before had we been challenged with such 
force and hatred on our own soil, and hopefully never again will we be. It 
seems everyone has a story about that day, whether it is a story of sadness, 
confusion, fear, or anger there is one thing September 11th did do for all 
Americans- it brought us together as a nation and rekindled a sense of patrio- 




My name is Michelle Beeler, I am Kansas City born and raised having lived on 
^both the Kansas and Missouri side. I attended Shawnee Mission Northwest 
High School in Shawnee KS graduating in the top third of my class in 2010. I 
then attended Johnson County Community College for two years where I was a 
member then captain of the national award winning Golden Girls Dance Team. 

I now attend Avila University and am majoring in Sports Communication. I am a 
member of the Glitter Girls Dance Team and dance is my passion. I love to read 
and listen to music, as well as be as active as I can. I one day hope to work for 
*a large sports corporation preferably in the KC area and raise a family here in 
Kansas City! Check out my blog at themichellebeeler.blogspot.com. 
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loe Allen & Melissa Ingran 

September 11, 2012 marks the 11th anniversary of the attacks in which 
nearly 3,000 people were killed by 19 Islamic extremists on American soil. 
They were successfully able to hijack 4 passenger jets that destroyed the 
Twin Towers of the World Trade Center in New York City, and the Pentagon in 
Arlington, Virginia. The fourth plane, United Airlines Flight 93, crashed into a 
field in Shanksville, Pennsylvania when passengers took it upon themselves to 
fight back against the militants. 



As these incidents unfolded, schools across America sat watching and won- 
dering what on earth was taking place. Stanley Banks, an English professor at 
Avila University was teaching the day of the attacks. "I heard something crazy 
happened in New York. Some crazy incident. The radio was full of it. It said 
America was under attack. There was a plane that flew into one of the Twin 
Towers" said Banks. The reaction he had towards the news was very much 
like the rest of the nation. "Basically I was in disbelief. Like, what? Is this really 
happening?" No one could look away as the suicide attacks destroyed lives of 
thousands of innocent American people. 





Avila Faculty and Students 
Reminisce September lltk 




Most people hear about all of these events through the mouth of an adult. 
The thing is young elementary school students were experiencing the same 
day right alongside the teachers near them. Freshman Avila student, Melissa 
Ingran recalls what happened to her that day. "I was in second grade, in my 
home room. When it happened, they sat us in a circle and explained it to us. 
But we didn't understand." For most children across the United States, it was 
no normal day at class. Ingran said, " We weren't allovfed to go out to recess 
that day. And when my m®m picked me up, she was crying." Unable to stand 
the pressure and scared for their child's lives, many parents took them out of 
class early. 

Joe Allen, a sophomore at Avila University was in his fourth grade math class 
when he learned about the fateful occurrences. "We had the TV's on, but we 
went on with class. We left school at 3pm which was normal time." Because 
of the date, Allen has had a strange thing happen to him ever since. "Yes, 
something weird happened. Every time I look at the clock, it's the same time, 
9:11. Every time I see that time, it reminds me of September 11th." Even 
through the most interesting of ways, people are never able to forget the 
catastrophe that shook America and brought together an entire nation. 



As members of American society unify to observe the 11th anniversary of the 
attacks, it is a reminder that there is still respect for all who lost their lives. 
Ceremonies in New York City, Washington D.C., and Pennsylvania took place 
and included both the President and Vice President. The names of all the 
victims are read at the exact time the Twin Towers fell, the Pentagon was hit, 
and when the plane crashed into the field. 



Josh Rocklage was born in Overland Park, Kansas on March 22, 1992. He 
has been heavily involved with both youth and adult ministries at church his 
entire life. He has also had a strong interest in music including singing and 
Djing as a hobby. Since 2008, Josh has worked at Walgreens, Avignon Apart- 
ments, Office Max, Mi Ranchito, Play it Again Sports, Deanna Rose Children's 
Farmstead, and is currently working as photographer's assistant. He at- 
tended Johnson County Community College for 2 years to complete general 
prerequisites. In the spring 2012, he decided to further his education at Avila 
University with an Advertising and Public Relations degree. Check out his 
blog at thebestjournalismblogintheworld.blogspot.com. 
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